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IHSS Income 
Purpose 
Treatment of Income 
Caregiver Wages not Countable in MAGI 

Purpose 
The purpose of this job aid is to provide information on the treatment of In-Home 
Supportive Services (IHSS) income and how to enter IHSS caregiver wages that are 
not countable in Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) Medi-Cal. 

Treatment of Income 
For step-by-step instructions on how to add or edit a new income record, please 
refer to the ‘Income Categories and Types in the System’ job aid. This job aid will 
describe the IHSS income types available in the Type drop list. 

Once an IHSS income record has been created, the Type drop list contains the 
following options on the Income Detail page: 

• Restaurant Meal Allowance 
This income type is exempt in all programs. 
 

• Advance Payment 
This income type is exempt in all programs except CalFresh. In CalFresh, this 
type is treated as earned income. 
 

• Wages - Caregiver for Spouse/Minor 
This income type is exempt as income and property in Medi-Cal. For 
CalFresh, CalWORKs, CMSP, Kin-GAP and Foster Care, it is treated as earned 
income. 
 

• Caregiver Wages - Other 
This income type is treated as earned income for CalFresh, CalWORKs, CMSP, 
Kin-GAP, Foster Care and Non-MAGI Medi-Cal.  
 
For MAGI Medi-Cal, this income type may or may not be countable. The 
caregiver wages are not countable in the MAGI eligibility determination when 
paid to an enrolled provider who, regardless of relationship, resides with the 
recipient who is receiving the personal care services from any of the following 
programs: 
• In-Home Operations Waiver – Waiver Personal Care Services 
• Nursing Facility/Acute Hospital Waiver – Waiver Personal Care Services 
• Personal Care Services Program 
• In-Home Supportive Services Plus Option 
• Community First Choice Option 
• In-Home Supportive Services – Residual Program 
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Caregiver Wages not Countable in MAGI 
When the income type of ‘Caregiver Wages – Other’ should not be counted in the 
MAGI eligibility determination due to the caregiver living with the person receiving 
the personal care services, select the ‘MAGI Medi-Cal: Lives with IHSS Recipient’ 
checkbox listed right below the Income Type in the Income Detail page. This will 
ensure the income is not sent to CalHEERS as countable income. 

The checkbox can only be checked in edit mode and will only be populated when 
the income Type of ‘Caregiver Wages – Other’ is selected.  

 

 

Note: If the living situation changes and the income needs to be counted in the 
MAGI eligibility determination for any month, end date the income record that has 
the box checked and enter a new income record for the appropriate months. 
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