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Currently, the system requirement to qualify for Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB) eligibility is as below:
ethe individual is receiving Medicare Part A benefits and Medicare Part B benefits, and

the benefit month is after the person’s application month, and

the Total Net Nonexempt Income is less than or equal to the QMB maintenance need amount (100% of Federal
Poverty Limit)

An individual receiving Medicare Part B benefits only may be eligible to receive Part A state buy-in and premium
payment, but the system will not allow an eligibility determination for QMB while the system still requires a Part A
Medicare record.

Per ACWDL 24-20, The Part A buy-in agreement allows DHCS to directly enroll eligible QMB members in
Medicare Part A and pay their Part A premiums. For a QMB member already enrolled in Medicare, the federal
government bills DHCS for the individual’s Medicare premiums and discontinues sending monthly premium
invoices or deducting premiums from the individual’s monthly Social Security benefits. Also, Medicare Part A buy-
in states can enroll eligible QMB members year- round through a streamlined enroliment process under which
there will be no late enroliment penalties.

In other words, starting January 1, 2025, California, as a buy-in state, can auto-enroll eligible full-scope Medi-Cal
members into Medicare Part A and pay their Medicare Part A premium if:

*They are enrolled in Medicare Part B as reported by the Social Security Administration (SSA)

and

*They qualify for the QMB program.

Previous conditional Medicare Part A enrollment requirements no longer apply.

Hence, CalSAWS will update the system logic to no longer require a Part A Medicare record to allow an eligibility
determination for QMB.

1. Update the Medi-Cal EDBC rules to require only Part B Medicare record to allow an eligibility determination
for QMB effective January 2025 EDBC benefit month, Part A Medicare record will no longer be required for QMB
evaluation.

Technical Note: Do not update/remove any other existing QMB qualification criteria residing inside the Medi-Cal
EDBC rules except for the above-mentioned change

Assumption:
This change is effective for QMB program eligibility only.
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